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ABOUT AURANGABAD
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—Z he historic city of Aurangabad, on the Deccan Plateau, has many tourist attractions and could easily stand

on its own charm, were it not overshadowed by the UNESCO World Heritage Sites of the Ajanta and Ellora caves nearby.

Founded in 1610, on the site of a village called Khirki by Malik Ambar, Prime Minister of Murtuza Nizam Shah I,
this city was renamed Fatehpur after the Nizam'’s son Fateh Khan succeeded to the throne in 1626.

When Prince Aurangzeb became the Viceroy of Deccan in 1653, he made the city his capital and re-christened it Aurangabad.
The rise of the Marathas as a powerful kingdom in the region prompted the governor of the city to take measures
for its protection. A wall was erected around the city of Aurangabad at the order of the Mughal Emperor,
who also built a magnificent palace upon his arrival in the city in 1692.

The traces of the artistic and cultural influences that a number of dynasties have cast upon it are present everywhere
in Aurangabad. When India became independent, Aurangabad was made a district of the Maharashtra state.
The subsequent efforts of the state government led it to become a major industrial hub of the country,
with cotton and silk textile-producing factories leading the way.

Recently, Aurangabad has been declared the ‘Tourism Capital of Maharashtra'. The city has also been vecognised
as one of the fastest growing cities in the world. Aurangabad, which is also popular for its woven Himroo shawls,
Mashru, Kimkhab weaves, Bidri metalware and the famous Paithani sarees from Paithan, continues to attract tourists

from all over the world who come to discover an old world carved in stone.
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AUR ANGABAD CULTURE
Cure angabad is a riveting historic city that still exudes the charm of bygone eras. Its monuments, forts, palaces,
food and culture are reminiscent of its former rulers. Their influence is ve sflected in the language and cuisine

of the locals. Although Marathi and 1 Urdu are the principal languages of the city, they are spoken
in the Dakhni - Hyderabadi Urdu dialect. The city, with its rich ¢ -ultural heritage and old-world charm
is favoured by tourists from all around the world,
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Aurangabad is well-known for its woven Himroo shawls, Mashru and Kimkhab weaves
The famed Paithani sarees, a dream possession for

for every Indian woman,
come from the ancient city of Paithan, also referred to as the "Kashi of the South”
It is a shopping paradise for touvrists, and women visiting the city are tempted to buy
the fantastic Paithani sarees and jewellery crafted with semi-precious stones. Bidri,
an object decorated with Indian art and made of iron, copper and other metals,
is also a famous product of the city. These beautiful items can b

e found only in Aurangabad.
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2’3:’3 magnificent mausoleum, situated approximately

5 kms from Aurangabad, was built in 1679 by Aurangzeb's

-son, Azam Shah. It was a loving tribute to his mother,
Rabia-ul-Daurani, also known as Dilras Banu Begum.

The chief architect was a Persian called Ustad Ata Ullah who,
along with his chief engineer, Hanspat Rai, based the design
of this monument on the Taj Mahal. The inscription on the walls
of the tomb reveals that it cost preciselyX 665,283

and 7 annas to build this monument.

The mausoleum stands within an enclosed area measuring
approximately 458 x 257 metres. The main entrance
is on the southern side of the outer wall, and qt the centre
of the three remaining walls are open pavilions,
which were used as a mosque, Diwan-e-Aam,
and Diwan-e-Khaas. These buildings contain beautiful
paintings from the Mughal and Nizam periods.

The mausoleum is buiit at the centre of a high platform,

with four minarets at its corners. The lower body and the dome

of the building are made of pure marble and decorated

with beautiful carvings. The middle portion is of basaltic trap,

covered with fine plaster, rendered with a marble finish
and adorned with stucco work.

This monument is also called the Dakkhani Taj
or the Taj of the Deccan.
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—Z he Panchakki (Water Mill) was buiit in the early part of the 17th century, by the Sufi Saint Baba Shah Musafir.
The complex had been the abode of great Sufi Saints who visited India in 12th century AD.
The Sufis were Muslim saints, influenced by the spiritual philosophy of the Vedanta.

The Panchakki is a calm, peaceful place that reflects the life that existed in the medieval period. The water flows
down through clay pipes based on the Siphon system, from a distance of 11 kms. This marvellous water mill
was designed to generate energy to turn a large grinding stone, thus serving as a flour mill.

The Panchakki has its own underground water channel, with its source towards the north of the city, around 8 kms
away in the mountains. The construction of this water channel was started sometime in the year 1624 AD.

The complete water channel is made up of earthen pipes, finely lined up. At appropriate distances, masonry pillars
have been erected, which serve as natural suction pumps to make the water flow through the pipes for a distance
of 8 kms. It takes its name from the mill which was used to grind grain for the pilgrims.
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